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BARRIERS TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING

We must eliminate the bureaucratic red tape
and excessive regulation that stifles home-
ownership. Unnecessary governmental regula-
tion adds 20 to 35 percent, thousands of dol-
lars, to the cost of a new home according to
the National Association of Home Builders.

I am pleased to join with my good friends
and colleagues, TOM CAMPBELL, JACK
METCALF and JON FOX to incorporate legisla-
tion Mr. CAMPBELL has previously introduced
to reduce barriers to affordable housing.

The Act requires all Federal agencies to in-
clude a housing impact analysis with any pro-
posed regulations to certify such regulations
have no significant negative impact on the
availability of affordable housing. Local non-
profits and community development groups
are given the opportunity to offer alternatives
if it is found that the rule would have a delete-
rious effect on affordable housing.

REVERSE MORTGAGES FOR SENIORS

We must preserve and protect opportunities
for senior citizens to remain in their own
homes near their families and friends. The
American Homeownership Act makes the
FHA-insured reverse mortgage program per-
manent. A reverse mortgage offers sometimes
the only tool to for ‘‘house-rich’’, ‘‘cash-poor’’
seniors to remain in their own homes by pro-
viding extra income for living and medial ex-
penses or crucial home repairs. We also will
require HUD to prohibit financial entities from
charging senior extortionate fees when obtain-
ing a reverse mortgage in response to allega-
tions to fraud and abuse within the program
last year.

HOMEOWNERSHIP OPTION IN FEDERALLY-ASSISTED
HOUSING

The American Homeownership Act of 1998
will allow families receiving rental voucher as-
sistance under the Section 8 program to use
those funds in a properly structured home-
ownership program that would help them buy
their own homes. Residents and public hous-
ing authorities are authorized to use funds
normally used to pay rents for either downpay-
ment assistance or toward mortgage pay-
ments.

HOME, HOME LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM,
HOMEOWNERSHIP ZONES

The most innovative tools for expanding
homeownership opportunities are being cre-
ated at the state and local level. The American
Homeownership Act creates a HOME Loan
Guarantee program to allow communities to
tap into future HOME grants for affordable
housing development. HOME is one of the
most successful Federal block grant programs,
and is designed to create affordable housing
for low-income families. The Act also provides
grant authority for use in ‘‘Homeownership
Zones’’—designated areas where large scale
development projects are designed to reclaim
distressed neighborhoods by creating home-
ownership opportunities for low and moderate
income families. Flexibility is also granted in
defining metropolitan areas to allow greater
homeownership opportunities for suburbs af-
fected by the high home prices of nearby cit-
ies.

MANUFACTURED HOUSING

More and more families are living in manu-
factured homes than ever before. The days of
trailer parks filled with metallic shoebox-
shaped ‘‘homes’’ are gone. Many of today’s
manufactured homes are multi-sectioned with

vaulted ceilings and state of the art appli-
ances. They are also very affordable for more
than 18 million Americans—$40,000 to
$70,000 for a new, multi-sectioned manufac-
tured home, compared to $158,000 for the av-
erage new home.

I am pleased to join with my colleagues BOB
NEY, KEN CALVERT, DAVID MCINTOSH and oth-
ers in including legislation we previously intro-
duced to reform and modernize the Federal
manufactured housing program.

The American Homeownership Act of 1998
promotes the quality, safety and affordability of
manufactured homes by ensuring uniform
standards and codes for construction across
the country. The legislation improves the Fed-
eral management of the program by establish-
ing a consensus committee of consumers, in-
dustry experts and government officials to ad-
vise HUD on regulation enforcement.

HOUSING ON INDIAN LANDS

I am pleased to join with my colleague Mr.
REDMOND of New Mexico to include in this bill
an Indian Lands Status Commission which will
develop recommended approaches to improv-
ing how the Bureau of Indian Affairs conducts
title reviews in connection with the sale of In-
dian lands. Receipt of a certificate from the
Bureau of Indian Affairs is a prerequisite to
any sales transaction on Indian lands, and the
current procedure is overly burdensome and
presents a regulatory barrier to increasing
homeownership on Indian lands. This Com-
mission is charged with providing Congress
with methods to address these concerns.

Mr. Speaker, this homeownership legislation
recognizes that the strength of our Nation lies
in its individual communities, and that federal
government policy should be encouraging and
fostering, instead of hindering, the efforts of lo-
calities and individuals to achieve the Amer-
ican dream of homeownership.
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HONORING REVEREND BRAXTON
BURGESS

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 1998

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to
rise before you today to recognize the
achievements of Reverend Braxton Vincent
Burgess of Flint, Michigan. On Saturday, May
30, the congregation of Flint’s Quinn Chapel
African Methodist Episcopal Church will honor
Reverend Burgess for the many contributions
he has made to our community.

Reverend Burgess earned his Bachelor of
Science degree from Wilberforce University in
Ohio and continued his education at Payne
Theological Seminary where he received his
Master’s of Divinity. To continue his mission of
peace and social change, he received a di-
ploma in urban ministry from the Urban Train-
ing Center of Chicago and served as a mem-
ber of President Carter’s White House Council
on Arms Control.

In 1967, Reverend Burgess was ordained
as an Itinerant Elder in the African Methodist
Episcopal Church. Since that time he has
committed his life’s work to providing spiritual
guidance and counsel to countless individuals.
As a member of the Board of Directors of the
Urban League of Flint, Past President of the
Greater Flint Association of Christian Church-

es, and a member of the Board of Directors of
the United Way of Genesee County, Reverend
Burgess has been a highly effective leader.
His dedication to ensuring that everyone is af-
forded a quality education is evidenced by his
tenure on the Advisory Committee for the Mott
Adult High School Continuing Education Pro-
gram.

Reverend Burgess’s tireless service and
deeds have earned him recognition from var-
ious groups such as the Flint Optimist Inter-
national, Western Michigan University’s Black
Studies Department, the State of Michigan
House of Representatives, and the Flint Chap-
ter of the NAACP, to name a few.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I ask
my colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives to join me in saluting an inspirational in-
dividual, Reverend Braxton Vincent Burgess.
He deserves our thanks for a lifelong commit-
ment to making our community a much better
place.
f
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Herb and Shirley Cane for their
devoted efforts to improve the quality of life in
our community.

Herb and Shirley have played an instrumen-
tal role in leading the Jewish community of the
San Fernando Valley. Their continued commu-
nity activism demonstrates a commitment to
the further enhancement of the organization to
which they have already dedicated so much
valuable time and effort.

Herb Cane’s rentless and unselfish dedica-
tion to the Jewish community has set the foun-
dation for many growing Jewish youth pro-
grams. After his term as the first president of
the Kadima Hebrew Academy for two and a
half years, Herb headed the committee that
would establish Kadima as an independent
community school. In addition to this effort, he
was also greatly committed to the fiscal stabil-
ity of the young institution. Herb has served on
the advisory and grant selection committee of
the Ann Zatz Memorial Fund and the B’nai
Brith Youth Organization. This organization
has provided yearly scholarships for youth
leadership training in Israel.

Shirley has also shown a great commitment
to expanding the Jewish community in the San
Fernando Valley. She played an integral role
in founding the Honor Chapter of B’nai Brith
Women in Canoga Park and presided over the
Honor Chapter for a period. Shirley is a past
president of Kidney Infection Needs Detection
(K.I.N.D.) and served on the Cedars-Sinai Liai-
son Council. In addition to these roles, she
has also held executive positions on the board
of Congregation Beth Kodesh, the Congrega-
tion’s Sisterhood and served as President of
Friends of Kadima. Shirley is currently serving
on Kadima Hebrew Academy’s Board of Direc-
tors. As a tribute for her hard work, Congrega-
tion Beth Kodesh awarded her with the Sister-
hood Chayeh Olam Award.

Married for thirty-five years, Herb and Shir-
ley are the founders and main supporters of
the Stacey Cane Youth Theater, named after
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